Frequently Asked Questions
1. How do I get my street paved?
Each year, the Engineering Department inspects and rates each street in the city.
The findings are entered into a scoring matrix which is used to generate a list of
streets that require resurfacing. The Department takes into consideration the
annual average daily traffic along with pavement distresses including cracking,
rutting, raveling, potholes, hazards, etc. while scoring City streets in need of
repair. The City receives Municipal Aid funds to repave the streets on the list as
our funding permits. Any request that comes in from the public for street paving is
viewed by the Engineering Department to see if it qualifies for paving.

2. What materials are considered illegal to dump into a storm drain
or system?
It is illegal to dump trash, leaves, yard clippings, oil, paint or any other item into
any storm system, whether that system be an inlet or an open ditch. Eventually
all storm systems dump into a stream or a creek. A full definition and the IDDE
Ordinance can be found at:
https://library.municode.com/ky/owensboro/codes/code_of_ordinances?
nodeId=MUCO_CH26UT_ARTVIISTOR_S26-354MCLIDIDEEL.

3. Who do I call if I see a person illegally dumping any item into a
storm drain or ditch?
Call the City Engineer at 270-824-2120 or use our online reporting system of
GOMadisonville. You do not have leave your name or number if you do not wish
to. Be prepared to give us the location of the storm system being illegally dumped
into, and the Engineering Department will respond.

4. Who do I call if I see a blockage in a storm drain or ditch?
Call the City Engineer at 270-824-2120 or use our online reporting system of
GOMadisonville. Be prepared to give us the location of the storm system that has
the blockage in it, and the Engineering Department will respond.

5. What is public right-of-way, and where does it begin?
Simply put, the public right-of-way is area (or property) that has been dedicated
for public use. The public right-of-way usually begins at your property line which
is adjacent to the street. The most accurate way to find the right-of-way is to
have your property pins located at the right-of-way line.

6. Wat is a public utility easement?
Utility or drainage easements are private property owned by the property owner
the easement runs across. Easements give an interest in land owned by another
that entitles the holder of the easement to a specific limited use. For example,
easements allow a utility company the right to encroach upon private property to
construct and maintain their facilities.

7. When do I need a street-cut permit?
By City Ordinance Chapter 91.40, " It shall be unlawful for any person to make any
opening, breach, or excavation in any street, grassplot, sidewalk, alley, or other
public way in the city, for any purpose whatsoever, without first obtaining a permit
to do so from the City Engineer.”

8. How do i request annexation?
You can either call the engineering department (270-687-8641), or come in and
talk with the engineering technician that is responsible for preparing the
annexations. The information necessary for annexation are as follows:
A completed ‘Request for Annexation’ form;
Submittal of three copies of the plat that have been stamped and signed by a
professional licensed land surveyor; and
Submittal of a description of the property (one copy) to be annexed that has
been stamped and signed by a professional licensed land surveyor.
Once the annexation has been prepared, it goes before the City Commission twice.
It usually takes six to eight weeks for an annexation to become final. All fees for
annexations have been waived, however the property owner requesting the
annexation is responsible for any legal or other fees associated with the
preparation of the Annexation Request. We do have annexation agreements that
developers can discuss with the city manager. These agreements help developers
with cost of the installation of public improvements.

9. My driveway apron is broken, who is responsible for the repairs?
It is the property owner’s responsibility to maintain his/her drive apron. You have
to hire a bonded contractor, or become bonded yourself, to work on your apron
because it is in the public right-of-way and a street cut permit is required. Call
270-824-2120 if you have any further questions.

10. Will the City reduce the speed limit or add speed bumps on my
street?
The City set speed limit is 30 MPH for all city maintained streets unless approved
by commission as part of the City Municipal Code.

11. Can I get a Caution Children at Play sign installed?
The City does not install any Caution Children at Play signs. These signs do not
follow our guidelines as set by the Manual of Uniform Traffic Control Devices
(MUTCD). These signs also do not describe where the children might be, have no
legal meaning, give a false sense of security, and are not enforceable by the
police.

